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notes OF lessons. 


— , added togeuici. 

Of the same name can ^ added together. Five shillings 
of quantities which can toge ther ; get the reason from 

and six cows cannot g difl f e rent names and the six 

'ndtveTddeJ^ together do not make eleven of any kind 

of thing ;,z Tell the children to add a halfpenny and a 
Step IV.— le!l Three farth ings. Draw from them 

farthing to f *" ee f arth ' in gs, because they know that a half- 

7e S :iuo Two farthfngs. Write on the blackboard = 

£ + i = * + * — 4 " 

, k what change we have made in the halfpenny by writing 
Ask wha g two farthings and given it 

;he d °si:,e aS name and denominator as the one farthing. And 
then we have added the numerators (2 + 1) for the numerator 
of the answer. Get the children to give the rule : reduce 
fractions to their lowest common denominator before adding 

or subtracting them. . 

Step V ’. Give exercises on addition and subtraction ot 

fractions to be worked mentally. 

i + i l — h a + h tV — b 
Give examples of concrete quantities : What is the difference 
between § of a foot and \ of a foot r How much is § and § 
of a day ? What is the difference between I of a year and 
| of a year? Let the children notice that in these cases the 
denominator is the number of inches in a foot, hours in a 
day, or months in a year. 

. Step VI. — Give examples of abstract fractions involving 
addition and subtraction to be worked on the board, the 
teacher working the first. 



3f + i — TV = 3H±ii=L° = 3 = 3 
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answer. 


5_ I 8 


Let the children find the lowest common denominator and 
see that they express the answer in the lowest terms. 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education. 

Next term begins January 15th. 

Class List of the National Health Society's Examination , held December , 1903. 
Katharine Loveday Mary Hilliard 

Margaret Owen L. C. Dixon 

Ethelwyn Flower Gertrude Francis 

Marion Rothera E. Agnes Smith 

Maude Wilkinson Violet Saunders 

Dorothy Blease. 

Parents' Review School. 

Term begins Monday, January 18th. 


P.N.E.U. Literary Society . — Subject for January: Timon of Athens 
(Shakespere). 

P.N.E.U. Translation Society.— Subject for January: From Faust 
(Groter Sheil). c Agnes Rooper, Hon. Sec., 

Pen Selwood, Gervis Road, Bournemouth. 

From whom all particulars may be obtained. 


BOOKS. 

The Rising Generation, by Constance Maude (Smith, Elder, 6/-). Miss 
Maude has given us an entirely charming book about children ; not, let 
us say frankly and at once, a book for children, but for mothers and 
fathers and aunts and uncles and all the persons who delight in the 
“ rising generation.” There is Jack and his sister Joan whose heart was 
so" becfuse she was a girl ; so, when Jack went to school, he manned 
to smuggle Joan in to the sports dressed in his old kilts, and enter 

her in The Strangers’ race and, 

than anyone for five minutes, and then • t 

£«y a who appears as 

penetrating and delicate of these d « ‘ cr ; p ple’s, and 

Arthur, whose heart was a soldier s heart h ^ ^J h whole 

who lived a soldiers life al y 11111 t u roua h the manoeuvres proper 
regiments of tin soldiers w lc i e P“ . with the generals on both 
for many a great ei nobody kne w. “ Billy " 

sides; and this was John Artliui j» sec ^ of who ru led 

ns not at all a cherub, being a quite P ^ Qf iron xhen there 

bis parents and home P e °P e S®" ho cou i d no t say thank-you for a 

is that delightful letter of Pete _ wrote a penitent 

toolbox, and after a day of ^ ^ 

note to his aunt, telling^ y j cg au „t vvrote back of the* lump, 

•coining out of my throte, an n Sportie and the Backfisch 

“I have had it myself as a child- As tar P ^ Midge , why they 

and the Reverend Frederick ■ y are convincing. Sportie, being 

are all delectable children because experience, but we accept him 
an American boy, goes beyond - is an unpleasant 
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books. 


, T , Devout Lover does not quite appeal to us; we 
young person; a " d ? ^ bnging to so nice a family, should be a little 
do not see wtiy be » ® he was gut to find spots on the sun is 

common-minded, but . P e > ia P , e g raC y ( charming, child-loving book, 

a thankless office, we educational theory between the 

the wise mother will read mo^ ^ ^ psychology< 


and the wise score ol dooks u.. 

lines than she woffid find i (Ginn & Co., 7/6). We are 

to Mr. Copeland for the illustra- 
s° U ,hoogi."th'e author tolls us that “all the sketches here are reproduced 
lay own note-books largelyor from my own memory ; and fascinating 
anddelightful sketches they are-the little coons a play, for example and 
K’dunk, the Fat One, a most friendly toad, and the kingfisher attacking 
the mink, and the baby kingfishers at school Mr Long has done the 
only thing that is worth while in Nature study; he has made intimacies 
and he admits us into the intimacies he has made. I he book reads like 
a romance of animal life, but it is not; for the author tells us, “except 
where it is plainly stated otherwise, all the incidents and observations 
have passed under my own eyes and have been confirmed later by other 
observers.” The Kingfisher’s Kindergarten is charming reading, and as 
charming is the page of Japanese-like marginal sketches which illustrate 
it. Mr. Long has already familiarised us in The School of the Woods 
with the notion that education is the function of parents in the animal 
world, also, and in this volume he brings forward many convincing 
proofs that thus it is— the school of the fawns for example. But indeed 
the cleverness, pluck, tenderness, foresight of the author’s friends are a 
revelation; we are less sure as we read that man stands alone on a 
stately eminence. The Little Brother to the Bear should be a delightful 
possession for all lovers of animals. 

Wild Nature’s Ways ) by R. Kearton (Cassell & Co., 10/-). A volume 
trom Mr. Kearton is always delightful. His camera studies open a new 
world to us, and we venture to say that we are far more intimate with 
the blackbird watching her chicks, with the missel thrush contented,, 
expectant and annoyed, with the baby plover and ring ouzel, with that 
facetious young redshank, nay, with that very patch of daisies taken 
asleep and awake, than we should ever be with our human friends by 
means of their photographs. Why this book of Mr. Kearton’s is so fasci- 
nating ie tells us in his introduction — “This work is, as its title implies, 
an attempt to show something of the most intimate relationships of 
* creatbres at -home, amidst their natural surroundings, and entirely 
soevlr^ e ^ Ct ttiat are under observation of any kind what- 

Tennvsrm W6 * . COU ' d “ taken unawares,” as Mrs. Cameron took 

the unhan J 111 ^ ^ iave portraits, worthy of a Watts, instead of 

Mr Kearmn T™ ^ preseilt to our friends. But then, not even 
could bevnil^nQ U , ln ' ent a cow or a sheep as a hiding-place which 
yield the nalni to t*/ 6 110t '° n fr iat n °thing was happening, so we must 
a2ire the coll , na ^alist’s dumb friends. We cannot enough 
of this deliehtfnfl T Uraace and enthusiasm which go to the making 
other a „ d afe £ ,T° T"’ “ Which pictures text illustrate each 
as she is. ’ C ailguage of Photography, an exposure of Nature 
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The Boys' Handy Book , by D. C. Beard (Newnes, 6/-), profess^ 
open “a new world of delightful and useful recreations for boys of all 
lhere are chapters upon kites, fishing, fresh water aquariums, 

1 arme aquariums, water telescopes, the rigging and sailing of boats, 
in -nesting, the rearing of wild birds, snow statuary, dogs, and many 
other matters in the forty-two chapters of this brightly written and 
entertaining volume. Some of the illustrations and “notions” (the 
book is American) should make an irresistible appeal to the boy-mind, 
those who have tried to make sailor knots will revel in the page 
of knots and splices. The volume is full of simple and ingenious 
devices, as, for instance, that of the sketching aquarium. A book 
which boys will delight in. 

Cleat Round : A Story of World Travel, by E. A. Gordon (Sampson^ 
Low, 3/6). We are heartily glad to see another edition of Clear Round. 
The child (or grown-up) who reads this sympathetic book of delightful, 
travel will not only know a great deal about the world he lives in, but 
will have his sympathies awakened in many directions, and, above all,, 
he will love Japan ! The volume closes with a Buddist prayer, of which 
this is the last sentence, — “The welfare of all people is something for 
which I must work.” 

Australasia : The Britains of the Souths by Philip Gibbs (Cassell, 2/0). 
We all want to be intimate with all the Britons of the Empire, so we are 
indebted to the author of this brightly written and well-illustrated volume. 
The picture of the sheep-raising in New South Wales is immensely im- 
pressive — an acreage of sheep, thick and unbroken as a field of corn. 
We think this book may give a turn to many a boy’s dreams of the 
future, — “when I’m a man.” 

ART BOOKS. — Perhaps no departure in literature is more striking 
to persons who have passed middle age than the able and delightful 
studies of artists and their works which are put in our way on every 
hand. A good book of the kind was always to be had for two or three 
guineas, reliable so far as the art knowledge of the time went, but now 
you can buy a book by an expert, illustrated by photographs, for guineas, 
or for shillings, or even for one shilling. We owe special giatitude to 
Messrs. G. Bell & Sons for the good work they have done in this cause. 
Their Series of Great Masters (5/- each) combines the sort of expert 
criticism we expect to-day with sometimes enthusiastic and always 
sympathetic treatment of the artist and his work. Michael Angelo 
bv Lord Ronald Sutherland Gower, F.S.A., is a notable example o 
W h at we mean. “To one,” says the author, “who since his earliest 
appreciation for what is greatest in art has ever revered th* mtghty 

SST&S. P^'th. painting of ^he 

The author devotes chapters , to ”uoS are defigh.ful 

architect, draughtsman and p • feel ; n t j ie contemplation of 

this great^artist^tliough pertaps ^ 


THE “PH.’ 


letter bag. 
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. . catalogue of the works, in fact, the 

or sculpture, a bibhograpi>, ^ studen t as well as for the general 

information necessary to express his friend Vittoria Colonna 

reader. By .he chisel or with brush ? 

in verse only, and ne p a i*krs (1/- each). Turner , by Albiuia 

Bell’s Miniature bn ) alld very interesting notice of the 

Wherry, contains « P ye appr eciation of his art, and a description 
artist’s life, a m ° st . * ted in the volume, together with a catalogue of 
of the eight works here a worthy introduction to the great 

^et o^hon, .hfauthor says, '‘.ha. which Turner a.fenrp.ed, he 

aC cS il byArthurR 1 aSSto. another little book of the same 
series with a charming sketch of the master and very charming 
^lustrations, giving us that sense of repose which we get m the 
Constable country. 

THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

{The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.'] 

Dear Editor, — In strongly recommending this first-rate little book it 
seems best to quote from Canon Benham’s words in the preface : — “ Indeed, 
I do not know another work which is so likely to win the attention of the 
young, or to give them a true notion of what the Catholic Church is, or 
what a bright future lies before the English branch of it, by the blessing of 
Almighty God.” — A Goodly Heritage: A Simple Church History, by 
Georgiana M. Forde (Skeffington, 2 6). With a preface by Rev. Canon 
Benham, D.D. Truly yourS( 

E. Venables. 


Dear Editor, — I beg to call attention to an excellent spelling book, 
which I find very useful with my children, viz.: A Complete Manual of 
Spelling, by J. D. Mosell, LL.D., H.M. Inspector of Schools (Cassell & 
Co., 1899 ). Perhaps it would be found useful for the Parents' Review 
School. Instead of ordinary dictation where it is only a few difficult words 
that are met with, a dictation lesson from this book draws attention to 
many words which present difficulty to most children. 

Yours truly, 

Kingsburgh, q a K WISELY. 

Orpington, Kent, 

December 14 th, 1903. 


Dear Ediior, Such a remarkably clever example of making the most 
o an opportunity for the study of Nature within the limits of a conventional 
London square, came to my notice the other day, that I think some of your 

P n? S tt and 6SpeCially members of the Natural History Club of the 
.JN .E. U might be glad to see it for themselves. The sum of twopence for 
postage, and a request addressed to Miss Heppel, Headmistress of the 
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THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


Kensington Park High School, Colville Square, Bayswater, would procure 
the loan of the booklet for a day. This school is the London centre of 
the Church Schools Company, and the book is the work of a pupil, Miss 
Eleanor Day, who deservedly gained a prize for it at the recent Nature 
Study Exhibition at Burlington House. I am sure that any children who 
try to paint flowers or describe rambles, would be greatly encouraged by 
such a charming specimen of thorough and beautiful work. 

Faithfully yours, 

24, Argyll Road, I. Blanche S. Thompson. 

Kensington, London, W., 

December \5th, 1903. 


Dear Editor, — In a paper on “ Military Education” read at the 
United Service Institution within the last few weeks, Colonel Maude 
declared that a large proportion of Woolwich and Sandhurst candidates 
were in intellectual cultivation not above the level of the average Board 
School boy, and in knowledge not superior to the better class of common 
•recruit. In this opinion Colonel Maude was supported by ott er distinguished 
officers. They characterised the fact as “ appalling,” and when it is con- 
sidered that the candidates referred to belong in great part to the flower of 
present-day English youth, educated at our most famous public schools, 
it cannot be justly said that the term appalling is too strong for the occasion. 
The very clever boy — the boy who needs little guidance, who only needs 
putting within reach of books— may get on well in intellectual development 
at a public school ; but the mediocrities and the stupid are too often turned 
out egregious dunces, albeit physically, athletes, and morally, brave an 
honourable gentlemen. Our schools are not likely to be rapidly improve 
-until there has been created and brought to bear a mass of enlightene 
parental opinion. In thin direction the P.N.E.U. is dotng somethmg 
might do much more if its membership were increased »««« 
which its objects and the seal of its officers give , claim. The id decrial »d 
disadvantages of our public schools as intellectual traini . P 
been frequently and recently discussed in the 

ignorance or apathy in educational questions of the majority P 
from low to high is frequently referred to .n you. , reJons 

these subjects is not my present purpose; nor nee P ^ to send 

which compel a vast number of the intellectual 

writes^ r ritZ 


my voice 


for fiterature. Tsifa' " 

afterwards constantly exercised b e to a large extent if not 

defects of the present-day sc ioo^ gQod books ought to be begun 

entirely remedied. Incalca ‘ effected by mere preaching alone, it can 

early, and whilst it ca " har y , , examp i e What books do parents 
in most cases be rapidly advanced ^ y P ]ess constan tly urging 

tread, what do they love, what talk about . 


